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Austria found the Poles a problem presenting fresh diffi-
culties as well as great possibilities. They could settle
the Polish question by making a new state out of Russian
Poland and Austrian Poland, a state that would, of
course, be under the Hapsburgs, To this scheme Germany
would not agree, lest it encourage her own Polish sub-
jects to resist germanization.
The Legions were fighting on the side of the Central
Powers, but the whole situation had changed since the
outbreak of the war. Germans and Austrians together
had beaten the Russians and were pushing them back. In
June of 1915 the Central Powers took Lwow (Lemberg).
Early in August the Germans entered Warsaw. By the
end of the month they had captured the last Russian fort
on the Vistula. In September they were in Wilno. The
beginning of autumn saw Russian Poland no longer in
the hands of the Russians.
At the middle of August Pilsudski gave a secret com-
mand to take no more recruits for the Legions. That was
his answer to Austria's silence on the subject of Polish
aspirations. He saw clearly that every Polish soldier who
became the ally of Germany and Austria would later on
be missing from the ranks of the free Polish army. He
felt that the promises of the Central Powers could not be
trusted and declared that "to send fresh recruits to the
Legions would be contrary to the honor and dignity of
the nation, contrary to its interests/7 He offered instead
another service—young men should go into the legendary
P.O.TV. which was growing apace, working on both sides
of the front, financed by his officers who voluntarily took
less pay.
The Legions, said Pilsudski, were the first part of the
future independent Polish army, necessary and impor-
tant, to fight at the front with Polish bayonets; and the
P.O.W. was the second part, just as necessary and impor-
tant When the Germans occupied Warsaw in August of

